
Science Education & local business celebrating

Norfolk’s Teacher Scientist Network1 (an independent science education charity) today took receipt of 6 sets of LogIT Explorer dataloggers and sensors from Great Ellingham-based DCP Microdevelopments2. The donation, worth approximately £1500, will enhance TSN’s free-to-loan resources for schools and marks a milestone 25 years for DCP Microdevelopments. Dataloggers utilise the latest technology and design to provide a versatile link between real hands-on science and IT.

Access to TSN’s Kit Club is free for all schools, boosting a teacher’s ability to run investigative science activities with the whole class. “This is a most generous donation by DCP which will enhance the nature of the investigations that pupils can carry-out when they borrow our kits,” commented Dr Phil Smith, coordinator of TSN. “TSN prides itself on being a genuinely bottom-up organisation, and a number of our teachers have been asking for dataloggers for sometime now and its tremendously exciting that we can now fulfil this real need in schools across the county,” added Carol Hince who manages the TSN Kit Club. 

The donated dataloggers will be added to existing kits that allow pupils (principally at Key Stage 2 & 3) to study light levels, sound levels, environmental changes in the habitats and adaptation kits and speed in the cars & ramps kit. Additionally a stand-alone datalogging kit with a multitude of sensors will also be offered.

David Palmer explained why DCP Microdevelopments were celebrating in this way; “Education has been at the heart of our business since the very beginning and we see this gesture as the best way of sharing our success to benefit lots of local schools – there has never been a more technologically exciting age in which to inspire children with science”. DCP has now sold over 60,000 LogIT’s around the world and all but 3 of DCP’s 150+ products are designed and manufactured in Great Britain, mostly in the Eastern Region where a contract to build 500 of the new LogIT Black Box datalogger set has just been signed with a Norwich contract manufacturer.

Picture credit (attached): “Phil and David.jpg” together with company logos
Phil Smith (coordinator TSN, left) pictured with David Palmer (DCP Microdevelopments) holding 2 of the 6 LogIt Explorer packs generously donated to TSN.

Notes for editors

1. Further details about The Teacher Scientist Network at http://www.tsn.org.uk Any teacher/school who wishes to sign-up for the Kit Club should contact the TSN directly, tsn.kits@bbsrc.ac.uk (01603 450619). 
TSN supports the campaign for “Norwich: city for science”.


2. To contact DCP Microdevelopments Ltd call 01953 457800 or contact David Palmer direct on 01953 458844 or dpalmer@dcpmicro.com. For more information on the company & its products see www.dcpmicro.com
3. National Science and Engineering Week runs from 9-18 March 2007 and is coordinated by the BA (British Association for the Advancement of Science) in partnership with the Engineering and Technology Board, and funded by the Department of Trade & Industry.
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